Going deeper
God’s power is best demonstrated in human weakness. This is a
common theme in the Old Testament, where God often takes weak
people and shows his power by giving them the victory over mighty
oppressors. One classic example of this is the story of David and
Goliath. David is the only one who is willing to take up Goliath’s
challenge.
Read 1 Samuel 17:1-11, 38-51
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5. What details emphasise Goliath’s military power?

6. David rejects Saul’s military equipment. What does David say is
the source of his power? (vs. 45)

7. Why does Goliath despise David? Where does Goliath think real
power comes from?

Growth Team News
The daytime Growth Teams continue as normal this week,
although this is the last Growth Team before a half-term
break. Growth Teams start again the week beginning 12th
June.
On Tuesdays we are running a series of talks called, ‘Disciples
of All Nations’, 7:30pm in Church. Please see the noticeboard
by the coffee serving area for more details of our relaunch of
evening Growth Teams in the autumn.

8. What does David want people to learn from his victory over
David?

9. How does David kill Goliath? Why is this ironic?

Now do the applying it to our lives questions…

Growing in Christ
to glorify God
and enjoy Him forever.

Christ is Paul’s Boast
2 Corinthians 12:1-21(page 1165)

Starter question
 How would you answer the typical interview question: ‘What is
your biggest weakness?’

Space to take notes on the talk
Responding to the talk
1. What point from this week’s sermon most surprised, challenged
or encouraged you?
2. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-7a
a. What might people find impressive about someone who had
the kind of visions Paul talks about in these verses?
b. Why doesn’t Paul want to boast about such experiences?
3. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10
a. How do we know that Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’ was
something painful for him?
b. What was good about his ‘thorn in the flesh’?
c. We don’t know what Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’ was, but
what modern day experiences might be examples of a ‘thorn
in the flesh’?
d. What does Paul mean by, ‘When I am weak, then I am
strong?’ (vs. 10)
4. Read 2 Corinthians 12:11-21
a. Why should the Corinthians have commended Paul?
b. Why is Paul keen not to be a burden to the Corinthians?
c. What has been Paul’s aim in this letter?
You may like to do the ‘Going Deeper’ questions over the page.

Applying it to our lives
10. How can we better value our weaknesses as Christians?

11. What might we do differently to better strengthen one another
in faith?

