Going deeper
Jesus’ challenge to a radical following echoes an Old Testament
story. Elijah was one of the greatest prophets in the Old Testament.
However, after a crisis of faith, God tells him to anoint Elisha to
succeed him as a prophet (1 Kings 19:16). When Elijah finds Elisha,
he is going about his daily business…
Please read 1 Kings 19:19-21
5. What in the passage suggests that Elijah was not
enthusiastic about carrying out God’s commands (cf. vs. 1516)?

6. Why does Elijah tell Elisha to, ‘Go back’? How does this
challenge Elisha’s attitude?

7. What does Elisha go on to do to show his radical
commitment to following Elijah?

8. Why do you think Elisha was so keen to grasp this
opportunity? (You might like to read about Elijah: 1 Kings
17:1-6 (cf. 18:1-2); 18:30-39).

9. What things might we need to give up in order to do what
God is calling us to do?

Now turn over and do ‘Applying it to our lives’.

Week Beginning
Sunday 16th November 2014
Growth Teams
Growth Teams are a wonderful opportunity to go deeper with
other Christians. They are a great place to build real
friendships and support networks, to pray for one another and
to look more carefully at the topics we consider on a Sunday.
This week we continue with Matthew chapters 8 and 9. In this
section, Matthew is seeking to show us that Jesus is the
unique person worth following and helping us to see what it
means to follow him.

Growing in Christ
to glorify God
and enjoy Him forever.

Following Jesus
Matthew 8:18-34 (page 973)
Space to take notes on the talk

Starter question
 What was the most terrifying journey you ever went on?

Responding to the talk

 What is _______________?

 Why ____________ _________?

 What is ______ ___________?

1. What one thing particularly encouraged you or challenged
you from this week’s talk?
2. Read Matthew 8:18-22:
a. What trip is Jesus proposing (vs. 18)? In the light of
the rest of the passage what dangers did this trip
involve?
b. What is Jesus warning the one who is enthusiastic to
follow (vs. 19-20)? Why does Jesus do this?
c. Why is verse 22 a shocking statement? What point
do you think Jesus was trying to make?
3. Read Matthew 8:23-27
a. Why are the disciples amazed by Jesus?
b. What does this teach them and us about following
Jesus?
4. Read Matthew 8:28-34
a. What do we learn about Jesus from this story?
b. Why do you think the locals begged Jesus to leave?
If there is time, you may like to do the ‘Going deeper’ questions over
the page. Otherwise please just jump to questions 9 and 10.

Applying it to our lives
10. A friend has been interested in becoming a Christian for a
while, but is worried about what it might cost them. What
could you say to help them make the decision to become a
Christian?

11. What kind of sacrifices might Christians need to make to be
true followers of Jesus in 21st Century Ramsgate?

